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Excision of the knee-joint has of late been brought prominently before the notice of the profession ; and while its merits are still sub judice, we know of nothing more likely to damage the due appreciation of the operation than the publication of Dr Cotton's case, notwithstanding its successful termination. It has been laid down as a primary and indispensable indication by the warmest promoters of excision of the knee-joint, that complete anchylosis must be attempted to be established. Any degree of motion of the knee combined with a useful limb for locomotion is held to be impracticable, and accordingly perfect rest, and the most accurate adaptation of the ends of the bones, have been imperatively enjoined ; moreover, apparatus for the proper ensuring of these indications has been carefully described.
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